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its name from a stone image of Durga of that name in one of
the minor temples. She is looked upon by the natives as the
petrified princess at whose desire the temples were built in
one night by an unsuccessful suitor for her hands. The story
goes that the unwilling princess consented to marry him only
on condition that he would raise six temples over six pits in
one night, and as he was prevented from completing his task
only by the artifice of the princess, he cursed her to be converted
into stone. The image is still the object of veneration and
worshipped by the native people and the Chinese.

The Lara-Jongrang group consists of eight main temples,
enclosed by a wall, with three rows of minor temples round
the wall on each side (PL XI. Fig. 1). A second enclosing wall
surrounded them, and there is trace of even a third. The
number of minor temples in each row is sixteen, counting
twice the last three temples on each side of each row, and
thus making a total of 156. In addition to these, isolated
temples are found which probably belonged to a fourth row.
The wall surrounding them is almost a square, measuring
nearly 285 yds. on each side, while the third wall was about
437 yds. square. Little, however, remains of these two walls,
or of the minor temples which were all of the same pattern.
These all faced away from the main temples and had an inner
chamber of about 8 ft. square reached by a small stair-case.
There is a well-hole in the middle of the chamber which
usually goes down right up to the foundation. These pits have
been ransacked by treasure-seekers, and occasionally ash-urns
have been found, but there are no images in any of these
temples. It may be noted that each row of these temples stood
on a successive higher level so that the innermost stood about
3 yds. higher than the ground level. About 2 yds. behind the
innermost row of these minor temples rises the first enclosing
wall, about 15 ft. high and 6? ft. wide. It surrounds a raised
terrace on which the main temples stand. The terrace is
about 110 yds. square and was accessible by staircases from
the four gates, one in the centre of the enclosing wall on